Sicily secured for Frederick

rights as King of Sicily. Walter was nothing more to him than a useful
iiStrument, who could be discarded for a better, if a better presented
himself But the fact that Walter represented the dispossessed dynasty
aroused deep distrust at the court of Palermo. It drove the Chancellor
into Markward's arms.

Walter de Brienne was at first successful on the mainland   But the
island and, in November 1201, the capital Palermo, fell to Markward.
Innocent could not get Walter to leave Taranto and attack Markward in
the island. The Frenchman may very reasonably have doubted whether
the Sicilian supporters of Frederick would receive him, and we have
proof of their suspicions in the fact that Innocent delegated his authority,
when Walter's army should arrive in Sicily, to the Abbot Roffred of
Monte Cassino and to Giacopo the Marshal. However, in September 1202
Markward died, and Innocent was transported with joy.  "I saw the
ungodly flourishing like a cedar of Lebanon: I went by, and lo, his place
was nowhere to be found." It was a fine testimonial, but the joy was a
little premature. Walter of Palear came back to Innocent's side, yet
Frederick was still in the hands of Markward's successor, William Cap-
parone, where he was to remain till Diepold of Vohburg, after having
defeated and slain Walter de Brienne (1205), came over to the papal
party and restored the boy to the papal legate and Walter of Palear (1 20(5)*
In 1204, when Peter II of Aragon was in Rome, Innocent had negotiated
for his ward a match with Peter's sister Constance.  But it was not until
1208 that the opposition in southern Italy was satisfactorily subdued by
Conrad of Marlenheim's surrender of Sora and Sorella. Then indeed the
way was open for a settlement of the Sicilian kingdom.  In June 1208 at
a great assembly held at San Germano Innocent placed the administration
of the mainland in the hands of the Counts of Fondi and Oelano as
magistri capitcunei; and later in the year the regency was brought to an
end.

Both now and two years later when Frederick was summoned to the
Empire Innocent could feel that he had done his best for Sicily1, He had
strenuously resisted the alienation of the demesne; he had consistently
fought the imperial interest in the kingdom; he had, as far as was
possible, maintained the rights and the possessions of the Sicilian clergy.
But for his ward it had been a legal, not a personal relationship. Innocent
only once saw Frederick. He expressed interest in his studies, pleasure at
his progress; but it was a bitter childhood for the young king. When he
was of age he gave short shrift to the canons of Palermo when they

1 "Hincestutiquej quod pro tua justitia defendenda eaepe duximus noctes insoranes,
et prandium in coeiiam convertimus..., 0 quoties euntium et redeuntium nuntiorum
examina sibi invicem obviarunt, qui per varias orbis partes pacis tuae procuratrices
litteras detul^re ! Qnoties epistolae, pro tua tuique regni tranquillitate mittendae,
notariorum fatigavere calamos, et scribarum atramenta siccamnt J" Reg IX corux
MPL, ccxv, 1081-2.                                                                                             '